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A Review of the Prices of Corn in Prussia during the 22 years from 
1816 to 1837. Translated from the " Allgeraeine Preussische Staats- 
zeitung," Nos. 85 and 86, 1838. 

A VERT large part of the corn which is produced in the Prussian 
States is immediately consumed by the cultivators of the soil. Those 
persons also, whose assistance the agriculturist requires for other 
purposes than the mere tillage of the land, are principally paid by 
allowances of corn, or portions of land; as, for instance, overseers, 
foresters, clergymen, schoolmasters, bailiffs, and other public officers, 
together with artisans whose services it is necessary to secure. Only 
the surplus of the produce is usually destined for the market; but there 
may be exceptions to this rule, arising from two causes. A necessity for 
procuring gold coin may become so imperious that more corn must be sold 
than can be spared after supplying the natural demand ; in such unfortu- 
nate circumstances the agricultural population is insufficiently nourished, 
and if, through the progress of civilisation, it is no longer exposed to the 
danger of starvation, yet care and want enter in with their enfeebling 
effects, and leave behind but too sensible consequences. Diseases, 
which might once have been withstood, now end fatally; weaknesses, 
otherwise happily overcome, now leave a lurking evil behind; and 
mortality increases, while domestic anxieties lessen the number both of 
births and of marriages. It may be, however, that less corn is sold 
than what remains after the full supply of the natural wants of the 
population ; as, for instance, if there be not a suflScient demand, or if 
the means are wanting of bringing the produce to a market where it is 
required ; in such cases also there will be bitter complaint, and it will 
immediately be very sensibly felt, whenever there is a demand for gold. 
Since, however, a surplus in the stock of corn can in that case be employed 
in increasing the nourishment of the labouring class, and improving the 
stock of cattle, the ultimate consequences of such a stagnation may be 
very beneficial, if it produces a judicious increas'e of the consumption, 
and not a diminution of cultivation. It has often threatened to have 
the latter effect ; but in a reasonable state of civilisation this is not to be 
feared, since active and prudent men never entirely relinquish the hope 
of finding a better sale in due time. 

In the markets the proportion of the supply to the demand regulates 
the price of corn, as of any other merchandise. The most constant 
demand is always that which is created by the internal consumption. 
The more that men require food, which they cannot themselves raise, 
nor derive from fixed allowances, and the greater the enjoyments 
which these men allow themselves, the less reason is there to fear a 
stagnation in the sales through want of a demand. Where the great 
mass of the inhabitants not only raise their own food, or receive it in 
allowances, but also clothe themselves in the produce of their own frames 
and looms, and have but little occasion of gold coin, even for the pre- 
paration of their dwelling, and the furniture of their house and household, 
there the number of men cannot be considerable whom the profits of an 
employment, of which the productions are consumed in the country, place 
in a position to purchase food in the markets. If there be no other de- 
mand, the prices of corn can be very low only in years of moderately-good 
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harvests, because little remains over to bring to market. It is true, that 
in such circumstances a high price of com may be created by a foreign 
demand ; but this is the more uncertain, exactly in proportion as it has 
corn for its object — corn takes up so much space in proportion to its 
value, and its weight is so great, that it can only be carried the distance 
of one or two days' journey by land, and even by sea cannot easily be 
transported with advantage to any distant place, the voyage to which 
lasts more than a month. If a pound of pure silver contains 28 dollars, 
and the average price of a bushel of wheat of 85 lbs. amounts in Prussia, 
as will be presently shewn, to 1 dollar 23 silver groschen and 1 Of 
pennies, 1325 lbs. of wheat may be bought for one pound of silver. 
There is therefore an important preparation required to remove the 
value of oue pound of silver, if it is to be transported in the shape of 
wheat. The carriage of the less costly kinds of corn is still more diflS- 
cult. If a country does not export its corn, but the produce of the 
labour of those who consume the surplus of its com, the difficulties of 
exportation diminish in proportion as the value of a pound of this produce 
is more or less great. If, for instance, part of the population were 
engaged in mining and in the preparation of bar-iron, apound of which 
is on an average worth about 2 silver groschen, then 420 lbs. of iron 
must be exported for the value of one pound of silver ; and yet that is 
not a third of the weight of the same sum laid out in wheat. If coarse 
cloth of native wool were exported, which is worth only 20 silver 
groschen the pound, then 42 lbs. of cloth must be exported for the value 
of one pound of silver j that is, however, not a thirtieth part of the 
weight which is contained in the same money amount of wheat. A 
country which possesses the means of selling its corn of home-growth by 
the preparation of productions for exportation, facilitates the sale of the 
disposable com, while it substitutes for it a lighter and more portable 
merchandise ; and this, indeed, it does, exactly according to the proportion 
in which native labour enters into the merchandise. The foreign sale, 
however, whether it be of com, or of manufactures, in the prepara- 
tion of which the com is consumed, always remains dependent upon the 
competition and commercial laws of foreign nations : it is therefore very 
uncertain, and may be very easily annihilated by circumstances which 
no human prudence may be able to foresee, and no power of any State 
be sufficient to avert. The interruption of prosperity is felt the more 
sensibly in proportion to the suddenness of such stoppages of trade, and 
the less prospect there appears of relief: this has been painfully 
experienced in the Prussian provinces, in which it had become a 
proverb, that they manufactured wheat for England, while that country 
manufactured for them sugar and coffee in her colonies, and within her 
own territory many productions of manufacturing industry. Much, 
however, as a trade with foreign countries may contribute to the speedy 
establishment of prosperity, yet that condition can only be secured to 
States by means of their internal consumption ; the more fruitful the 
labours of a people are in the supply of their own wants, the higher 
will its prosperity rise, and the more firmly at the same time will it be 
rooted. 
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The prices of com in the several provinces of Prussia will afford a 
most instructive illustration of these general laws.* They are given 
monthly in the Prussian Official Gazette, according to the returns of the 

* The following are the average Annual Prices of the Prussian bushel, stated 
in silver groschen, for each province and each year, with averages for each period 
of 14 years, and for the whole period ; — 
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48 8 
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57 
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34 
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39 


10 


39 9 


36 4 
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32 
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35 
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35 


40 11 
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36 


40 


39 
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33 5 


38 3 
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1827 


42 


4 


44 1 


49 1 


47 


10 


41 11 


55 1 


56 7 


18-28 


51 


8 


51 


54 6 


56 


9 


66 8 


62 7 


72 6 


1829 


61 


6 


60 1 


66 8 


58 


11 


65 8 


75 3 


78 7 


1830 


56 


3 


55 9 


64 8 


53 


9 


60 8 


77 7 


75 11 


1831 


75 


5 


78 2 


74 9 


71 


9 


67 


92 11 


91 2 


1832 


64 


9 


59 8 


63 7 


51 


4 


66 10 


71 11 


83 8 


1833 


47 


6 


44 3 


44 9 


41 


2 


41 11 


50 7 


57 2 


1834 


45 


1 


43 10 


43 9 


43 


2 


39 1 


43 8 


49 1 


1835 


43 


7 


46 9 


45 4 


49 


9 


42 1 


44 7 


49 4 


1836 


39 


8 


39 10 


43 6 


39 


9 


44 2 


46 7 


52 


1837 
Average of 


42 


8 


44 7 


49 3 


41 


1 


47 


50 11 


58 




















1816-29 


52 
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54 3 


58 1 


68 


9 


56 1 


64 10 


66 7 


1817-30 


50 


10 


52 


56 1 


56 


1 


52 11 


62 3 


63 7 


1818-31 


50 


10 


52 


56 1 


56 


1 


52 11 


62 3 


63 7 


1819-32 


60 


9 


51 11 


55 2 


54 


6 


52 1 


61 8 


63 7 


1820-33 


49 


1 


50 4 


52 11 


62 


5 


50 1 


59 


62 1 


1821-34 


48 


4 


49 7 


51 8 


51 


3 


48 9 


57 5 


69 6 


1822-35 


47 


10 


48 9 


50 9 


49 


11 


48 2 


55 8 


59 9 


1823-36 


46 


11 


47 4 


50 


48 





47 6 


54 3 


59 4 


1824-37 
Average of] 


46 


7 


46 7 


49 10 


46 


5 


47 


53 11 


59 4 




















the whole > 


49- 


3 


50' 4 


53- 5 


52- 


7 


50- 7 


59- 


62- 


Period .j 













_ 









(a) Prussia Proper, comprising the districts (Regierungs-bezirkeu) of Konigs- 
berg, Gumbinnen, Dantzic, and Marienwerder ; Po!.en, comprising those of Posen 
and Bromberg ; Brandenburg and Pomerania, comprising those of Potsdam, 
Frankfurt, Stettin, Koslin, and Stralsund ; Silesia, comprising those of Breslau, 
Oppelm, and Leignitz; Saxony, comprising those of Magdeburg, Merseburg, and 
Erfurt; Westphalia.comprisingMiinster, Mindeu,and Arnsberg; and the Rhenish 
provinces, compritiug Cologne, DUweidoif, Coblenti, Trier, and Aix-la-Cbapelle. 
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local authorities from a considerable number of those towns in which the 
trade in corn appears particularly remarkable. From these are framed 
monthly averages for the several provinces, with the exception of 
Brandenburg and Pomerania, which, from their close connexion in 
agricultural economy, are here united together. From these, yearly aver- 
ages are calculated; and from these, again, other averages for 14 years ; 
so that in each period of 14 years the two dearest and the two cheapest 
years are left out, and only the remaining 10 are taken into account 
in calculating the average. Tliis process has now continued for 22 years, 
from 1816 to 1837, and the period contains nine averages of 14 years 
each, from which, lastly, an arithmetical mean price is further calculated. 
It cannot, however, be asserted that this mean is actually the average 
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1816 


42 7 


47 


1 


54 6 


68 


1 


76 10 


89 6 


91 10 


1817 


56 10 


59 


4 


73 5 


75 


11 


97 5 


118 9 


131 8 


1818 


52 10 


49 


7 


67 6 


52 


1 


69 9 


82 6 


79 6 


1819 


42 10 


40 


6 


54 2 


41 





47 7 


63 6 


57 2 


1820 


30 10 


30 


11 


37 7 


35 


4 


38 6 


42 10 


46 3 


1821 


25 11 


27 10 


29 2 


37 


3 


32 6 


41 10 


36 9 


1822 


30 4 


34 


10 


30 11 


44 


5 


35 1 


40 11 


40 5 


1823 


32 7 


38 


5 


36 11 


47 


6 


41 10 


41 9 


49 4 


1824 


16 2 


17 


10 


21 1 


24 


3 


24 


22 3 


25 9 


1825 


17 6 


16 


5 


20 10 


18 


6 


20 5 


21 11 


28 10 


1826 


26 4 


25 


5 


30 9 


27 





27 3 


30 10 


36 3 


1827 


32 11 


37 


4 


42 2 


43 





40 1 


50 4 


48 2 


1828 


28 


37 


5 


38 5 


46 


3 


47 5 


50 2 


54 2 


1829 


26 11 


31 


7 


36 4 


37 


9 


41 5 


46 2 


61 9 


1830 


28 


35 





37 


40 


8 


38 10 


59 


54 4 


1831 


42 8 


53 


3 


51 8 


49 





50 1 


72 2 


68 7 


1832 


39 9 


42 


2 


47 7 


40 


7 


48 1 


57 10 


65 7 


1833 


33 7 


28 


6 


32 8 


28 


8 


34 9 


39 8 


43 3 


1834 


32 4 


29 


3 


32 10 


31 


5 


30 11 


33 3 


36 5 


1835 


33 6 


32 


6 


36 7 


32 


9 


33 2 


36 5 


37 9 


1836 


23 8 


23 


2 


30 6 


22 


8 


32 10 


34 5 


38 10 


1837 
Average of 


26 9 


27 


3 


31 9 


26 


9 


36 4 


36 


45 9 




















1816-29 
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39 1 


41 
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33 


11 
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40 





39 


46 9 


47 5 


1818-31 
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33 


11 


37 1 


40 





39 


46 9 


47 5 


1819-32 


30 2 


33 


11 


36 8 


39 
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39 


46 2 


47 5 


1820-33 


29 6 


32 


9 


35 2 


38 
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37 9 


44 3 
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29 8 


32 
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34 9 


37 
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37 


43 3 
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1822-35 
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33 





35 5 
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37 1 


42 9 


45 2 


1823-36 


29 9 
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10 


35 5 
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36 10 


42 1 


45 
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30 
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41 6 


44 8 
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price of corn in each province of Prussia during these 22 years ; it may, 
however, serve as an approximation to this average, since nothing more 
accurate is known. A true average can only be obtained when the 
quantity of corn sold, as well as the price, is known. To inquire into 
this with certainty and to a sufficient extent is, now at least, impossible. 
It may, however, be hoped that in a table thus arranged, most of the 
occasional errors balance one another ; and, at all events, its uniformity 
admits of its being used with sufficient confidence, in comparing 
together the seveial provinces. 
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Posen. 
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Sil. gr. pf. 


Sil. gr. pf. 


Sil.gr 
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Sil. gr 


pf. 


Sil.gr 


pf. 


Sil.gr.pf. 


Sil.gr.pf. 


1816 


26 9 


31 8 


39 


9 


49 


6 


50 


10 


62 7 


60 7 


1817 


35 2 


37 8 


50 


10 


56 


7 


72 


2 


80 5 


94 1 


1818 


38 10 


37 6 


50 


4 


39 


11 


55 


11 


59 8 


58 11 


1819 


33 3 


31 10 


42 


5 


31 


10 


38 


9 


53 6 


48 6 


1820 


21 5 


25 2 


30 


5 


26 


8 


29 


9 


35 5 


37 3 


1821 


16 7 


20 7 


22 


5 


28 


6 


25 


5 


30 11 


27 6 


1822 


21 2 


24 5 


22 


3 


32 


11 


29 


1 


28 1 


32 


1823 


25 6 


29 9 


26 


9 


35 





31 


3 


31 11 


39 


1824 


12 6 


14 7 


16 


9 


17 


10 


17 


1 


19 7 


20 8 


1825 


13 6 


14 1 


16 


7 


14 


8 


17 


2 


19 8 


24 5 


182G 


20 1 


20 7 


23 


3 


20 


3 


21 


5 


25 11 


28 3 


1827 


26 4 


28 11 


31 


9 


31 


8 


29 


3 


38 8 


36 4 


1828 


19 11 


28 9 


27 


1 


36 


8 


32 


2 


33 11 


40 5 


1829 


18 8 


23 10 


27 


2 


31 


2 


30 


10 


32 5 


36 7 


1830 


18 5 


25 8 


26 


7 


30 


4 


28 


2 


38 8 


36 9 


1831 


30 4 


38 


33 


2 


35 





34 


6 


51 


47 6 


1832 


30 3 


33 11 


34 


7 


31 


8 


36 


1 


42 3 


52 


1833 


22 1 


20 10 


23 


3 


21 


7 


27 


8 


31 2 


35 9 


1834 


22 3 


22 4 


23 


9 


23 


4 


23 


9 


25 5 


28 4 


1835 


26 


27 7 


29 


1 


29 


8 


28 


4 


31 7 


30 4 


1836 


19 5 


21 2 


24 


9 


19 


8 


27 


9 


29 7 


31 5 


1837 
Average of 


20 11 


21 4 


24 


9 


21 


1 


28 





28 4 


35 5 






















1816-29 


23 


26 7 


29 
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31 
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31 


10 


37 


38 6 


1817-30 


22 2 


25 11 


28 





30 
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29 


7 


34 11 


36 3 


1818-31 


21 10 


25 11 


27 
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30 


4 


29 


2 


34 8 


36 2 


1819-32 


21 10 


25 a 


27 


1 


30 





29 
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33 10 


36 2 
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21 
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26 
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29 





28 
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32 8 


35 


1821-34 


21 1 


24 7 


25 
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28 
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27 


11 


31 9 


34 1 


1822-35 


22 


25 3 


26 


1 


28 


10 


28 


2 


31 11 


34 4 


1823-36 


21 10 


24 11 


26 


4 


27 


6 


28 


1 


31 7 


34 4 
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21 5 


24 2 


26 
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26 


1 


27 


9 


31 


33 11 
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Posen. 


burg and 
Pomerania. 


Silesia. 


Saxony. 


West- 
phalia. 


Shenish 
Provinces. 




Sil.gr 


pf. 


Sil. gr 


pf. 


Sil. gr. pf. 


SU.gr 


pf. 


Sil.gr.pf. 


Sil.gr.pf. 


Sil. gr. pf. 


1816 


21 





26 





29 2 


35 


6 


33 


8 


37 10 


34 1 


1817 


27 


7 


28 


3 


37 8 


38 


9 


40 


5 


47 11 


50 


1818 


29 


2 


27 


10 


37 3 


31 


7 


42 


6 


38 11 


32 8 


1819 


23 


11 


23 


4 


32 


24 


4 


30 


6 


38 6 


33 8 


1820 


17 


3 


20 





24 4 


21 


4 


23 


5 


25 4 


27 1 


1821 


13 


4 


14 


11 


18 


20 


1 


20 


5 


20 11 


16 5 


1822 


14 


7 


19 





18 8 


24 


3 


22 


1 


19 8 


20 6 


1823 


18 


8 


22 


4 


21 6 


26 


4 


25 





24 10 


24 9 


1824 


10 


2 


11 


6 


13 8 


13 


7 


13 





13 11 


13 9 


1825 


10 


4 


11 





12 7 


11 


11 


12 


9 


14 6 


17 4 


1826 


16 


1 


16 


8 


18 5 


16 


8 


16 


11 


20 3 


20 11 


1827 


20 


7 


21 





23 10 


23 


7 


21 


9 


25 10 


23 3 


1828 


14 


8 


20 


11 


21 8 


26 


1 


21 


11 


23 7 


25 3 


1829 


13 


8 


18 


4 


21 3 


22 





21 


10 


22 3 


23 3 


1830 


13 


8 


20 


4 


21 3 


23 


4 


20 


9 


26 7 


22 6 


1831 


23 





29 


4 


25 11 


25 


1 


23 


8 


34 7 


28 9 


1832 


21 


9 


24 


11 


25 7 


20 


4 


25 


8 


30 5 


32 5 


1833 


15 


10 


17 


7 


19 11 


15 


8 


22 


1 


24 10 


25 5 


1834 


16 





19 


4 


19 1 


20 


3 


17 


11 


20 5 


21 4 


1835 


17 


7 


21 


3 


22 6 


21 


5 


21 





22 1 


22 


1836 


13 


6 


le 





19 4 


14 


1 


21 





20 7 


22 


1837 
Average of 


14 


4 


16 


10 


19 3 


16 





19 


11 


18 1 


22 4 
























1816-29 


17 


4 


20 


2 


22 11 


23 


7 


23 


9 


25 11 


24 10 


1817-30 


16 


8 


19 


7 


22 1 


22 


10 


22 


5 


24 9 


23 9 


1818-31 


16 


7 


19 


7 


21 6 


22 


8 


21 


9 


24 5 


23 4 


1819-32 


16 


5 


19 


7 


21 6 


22 


1 


21 
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24 


23 4 
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19 
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21 
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21 


6 
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15 
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18 


11 


20 4 


21 


1 


20 


11 


22 11 


22 5 


1822-35 


16 


2 


19 


7 


20 10 


21 


3 


21 





23 


22 11 


1823-36 


16 





19 


3 


20 10 


20 


3 


20 


11 


23 1 


23 1 


1824-37 
Average of 1 


15 


7 


18 


9 


20 8 


19 


4 


20 


6 


22 5 


22 10 
























the whole > 


16- 


3 


19- 


5 


21- 3 


21- 


7 


21- 


7 


23- 9 


23- 3 


Period .J 

























The average of all the nine periods of 14 years, from 1816-29 to 
1824-37, were as follows, in each province : — 



Provinces. 



Sil. gr. pf. 



Prussia Proper 

Posen 

Brandenburg and Pomerania. 

Silesia 

Saxony ....... 

Westphalia 

Rhenish Provinces 

Average . v . . 



Wheat. 



49 
50 



53 5 



52 
50 
69 



62 
53-11 



Rye. 



Sil. gr. pf. 

30 2 
33 1 

36 
38 
38 
44 
46 



38- 1 



Uarley. 



Sil. gr. pf. 

21 10 

25 4 

26 10 
29 2 
28 11 
33 4 
35 5 

28- 8 



Oats. 



Sil. gr. pf 

16 3 

19 

21 

21 

21 

23 

23 



21- 



1838.] 



Prices of Corn in Prussia, 1816 to 1837. 



499 



The following are the average prices during each of the nine periods 
of 14 years for the whole State: — 



Periods. 


Wheat. 


Rye. 


Barley. 


Oats. 




Sil. gr. pf. 


Sil.gr. pf. 


Sil.gr. pf. 


Sil.gr. pf. 


1816-29 


58 5 


41 3 


31 1 


22 8 


1817-30 


56 3 


39 3 


29 7 


21 9 


1818-31 


56 3 


39 3 


29 4 


21 5 


1819-32 


55 9 


38 11 


29 2 


21 3 


1820-33 


53 9 


37 8 


28 2 


20 8 


1821-34 


52 6 


37 2 


27 8 


20 4 


1822-35 


51 7 


37 4 


28 1 


20 8 


1823-3G 


50 6 


36 7 


27 8 


20 6 


1824-37 
Average 


49 11 


35 9 


27 4 


20 


53-11 


38- 1 


28- 8 


21- 



The average price of Wheat was considerably higher during 1837, in 
all the provinces of Prussia, than during the preceding year. The 
price per bushel, in silver groschen, was as follows : — 

1836 1837 



Provinces. Sil. gr. pf. Sil. gr.pf, 

Prussia Proper 39 8 42 8' 

Posen 39 10 44 7 

Brandenburg and Pomerania. 43 6 49 3 

Silesia 39 9 41 

Saxony 44 2 47 

Westphalia 46 7 50 

Rhenish Provinces. ... 52 58 



111 



Average of the whole Slate. 
Sil.gr. pf. 

1836 43 8 

1837 47 8 



The average, however, of the 14 years from 1824 to 1837 was rather 
lower than the average from 1823 to 1836, and was the lowest among 
the nine general averages of the same number of years since 1816-29, 
for which data upon similar grounds are furnished in the statistical 
department. These general averages are as follows : — 



1816-29 



1824-3T 



Provinces. 



Prussia Proper 52 3 

Posen 54 3 

Brandenburg and Pomerania. 58 1 

Silesia 58 9 

Saxony 56 1 

Westphalia 64 10 

Rhenish Provinces. . . . 66 7 



Sil. gr.pf. Sil. gr.pf. 




Average of the whole State. 
Sil.gr. pf. 



1816-29 
1824-37 



58 
49 11 



These two averages for the whole State are in the proportion of 701 
to 599, or nearly 7 to 6. In the last 9 years, therefore, the yearly 
price of wheat, calculated on the average of 14 years, has fallen 
in the Prussian states about one-seventh, or 14-| per cent. An ex- 
planation of this remarkable fact cannot be found in the accidental 
circumstances of the weather or of the state of trade during any 
particular years ; for, as has been already mentioned, according to the 
prescribed method of taking the averages of 14 years, by which the two 
highest and two lowest years are always left out, unusually good or bad 

2 K 2 
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harvests, and sudden and temporary commercial speculations or stagna- 
tions in trade, are not taken into account. Still less can a progressive 
division of the soil be, with any probability, assigned as a cause of this 
fall in price, since in the province in which the land is by far the most 
divided, the prices continue, nevertheless, considerably higher than in 
any of the other provinces. The consumption of wheat in the country 
must in all probability have increased, since the population during the 
last 9 years has increased from not quite 12f to probably 14 millions, 
or about 10 per cent. The census, at the end of the year 1828, gave a 
population of 12,726,110; the result of the enumeration at the end of 
the year 1837 cannot at present be stated; but there is every proba- 
bility that it will amount to about 14,000,000. In the laws of foreign 
nations, which limit the importation of corn from Prussia into their 
ports, there has been, during the last 9 years, no material change 
which might account for a progressive decrease in the price of wheat. 
It can therefore only be by the progress made in the better cultivation 
of the land, which has caused an increase in the production of wheat, 
that this fall in the average prices of this kind of grain, during the 
periods in question, can apparently be expldned. 

The average price of Rye was also higher in each of the provinces-of 
the State, during the year 1837, than during the year immediately 
preceding. It was as follows : — 

1836 1837 



Sil.gr 


pf. 


26 


91 


27 


3 


31 


9 


26 


9 


36 


4 


36 





45 


9 



Average of the whole State. 

Sn. gr. pf. 
. 1836 29 5 



1837 



32 11 



Provinces. Sil.gr. pf. 

Prussia Proper 23 8 

Posen 23 2 

Brandenburg and Pomerania. 30 6 

Silesia 22 8 

Saxony 32 10 

Westphalia 34 .5 

Rhenish Provinces. ... 38 10 

Nevertheless, the average price of this grain also was lower, during 
the 14 years from 1824 to 1837 in all the provinces, than during the 
14 years from 1823 to 1836; and it is also, with one immaterial excep- 
tion, of the provinces of Brandenburg and Pomerania, generally the 
lowest pf the nine periods of 1 4 years quoted. Here also the average for 
the 14 years from 1816 to 1829 was the highest of the nine similar 
periods under consideration, and the fall in the interval was as follows : — 



1816-39 



1824-3T 



Provinces. SiL gr. pf. SiL gr. pf. 

Prussia Proper 31 11 29 2"! 

Posen 35 2 30 9 ' 

Brandenburg and Pomerania. 39 1 34 11 

Silesia 41 2 33 1 

Saxony 42 2 36 4 

Westphalia 49 1 41 6 

Rhenish Provinces. ... 50 44 8 



Average of the whole State. 
Sil.gr. pf. 
1816-29 41 3 
1824-37 35 9 



The average price had therefore fallen from 495 to 429 pennies the 
bushel. These figures are nearly in the proportion of 1 5 tol3 ; and there- 
fore the price of rye fell, according to the avert^es of the 14 years, less 
than the price of wheat — namely, about two-fifteenths, or ISj- per cent. 

The comparative prices of summer corn were by no means so regular 



5 


20 11 


2 


21 4 


9 


24 9 


3 


21 1 


9 


28 


7 


28 4 


5 


35 5 
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in their course as those of winter coin. The average price of Barley, 
especially, was higher in some provinces, and lower in others, in the 
year 183*7, than during the preceding year. 

1836 183T 

Provinces. Sil. gr. pf. Sil. gr. pf. 

Prussia Proper 19 

Posen 21 

Brandenburg and Pomerania . 24 

Silesia 19 

Saxony 27 

Westphalia 29 

Rhenish Provinces. ... 31 

The crops of barley in the different parts of the country were 
notoriously so different, that an average of tliese single years for the 
whole State will not afford any useful result. It is true, that among the 
several periods of 14 years the average price of barley, as of wheat 
and rye, was greater in all the provinces during the years 1816-29; but 
the average price from 1824 to 1837 was lowest only in the provinces 
of Posen, Silesia, Saxony, Westphalia, and in those on the Rhine, 
whilst in those parts of the country adjoining the East Sea, it was some- 
what lower in other years : in Prussia Proper, for instance, it was 
21 S. gr. 5 pf. in 1824-31, and 21 S. gr. in 1820-33; and in Bran- 
denburg and Pomerania it was 26 S. gr. 2 pf. in 1824-37, and 
25 S. gr. 5 pf. in 1821-34. 

If, however, without refering to these years, only the first and last of 
these nine averages of 14 years be compared, the fall in the price will 
be as follows :— • 



1816-29 1824-3T 

Provinces. Si], gr. pf. Sil. gr. pf. 

Prussia Proper 23 " ~- -. 

Posen 26 

Brandenburg and Pomerania. 29 

Silesia 31 

Saxony 31 

Westphalia 37 

Rhenish Provinces. ... 38 






21 '5-1 


7 


24 2 


4 


26 2 


5 


26 1 


10 


27 9 





31 7 


G 


33 11 



Average of tlie wliole State. 
Sil. gr. pf. 
I 1816-29 31 X 

'^ 1824-37 27 4 



From the beginning, therefore, to the end of this period, the price of a 
bushel of barley, upon averages of 14 years each, had fallen from 373 
to 328 pennies, or somewhat more than 12 per cent. 

In the same manner the average price of Oats has varied unequally in 
the several provinces during the last two years. 

1836 183T 

Provinces. Sil. gr. pf. 

Prussia Proper 13 

Posen 16 

Brandenburg and Pomerania. 19 

Silesia 14 

Saxony 21 

Westphalia. . • . . . 20 

Rhenish Provinces. ... 22 

Here, also, among the nine periods under consideration, the average 
price from 1816 to 1829 was the highest in all the provinces : but, on 



pf. 


Sil.gr.pf. 


6 


14 4 





16 10 


4 


19 3 


1 


16 





19 11 


7 


18 1 





22 4 
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the other hand, the average from 1824 to 1831, like that of barley, was 
the lowest in most, but not in all the provinces : for instance, the 
average price in Brandenburg and Pomerania during 1824-37 was 
20 S. gr. 8 pf.; in 1821-34 it was 20 S. gr. 4 pf. ; and in the jRhenish 
provinces it was 22 S. gr. 10 pf. in 1824-37, and 22 S. gr.'S pf. in 
1821-34. Here the exception occurs at the same period, but in two 
provinces very different in position, population, and trade. 

If the average prices of only the first and last of the periods under 
review be compared, the following will shew the extent of the fall : — 

1816-29 1824-3T 



Average of the whole State. 
Sil.gt.pf. 
1816-29 22 8 
1824-37 20 



Proviiiceg. SU. gr. pf. SH, gr. pf. 

Prussia Proper 17 4 15 7" 

Posen 20 2 18 9 

Brandenburg and Pomerania. 22 II 20 8 

Silesia 23 7 19 4 

Saxony 23 9 20 6 

Westphalia 25 11 22 5 

Rhenish Provinces. ... 24 10 22 10, 

The price, therefore, on an average of 14 years, fell during this period 
from 272 to 240 pennies. These figures are nearly in the proportion of 
17 to 15 ; the fall, therefore, was two-seventeenths, or 11|^ per cent. 

If the several kinds of grain be brought together, the fall in the price 
of each, according to the averages of 14 years, will be as follows : — 

Wheat . . . , 14| per cent. 

Rye 13] ,, 

Barley, rather above 12 ., 
Oats H^f ,, 

decreasing, therefore, in a smaller proportion with the less valuable kinds 
of grain. 

This agrees well with the view already pointed out, that an increased 
production of corn, arising from a better cultivation of the land, is the 
probable cause of this fall in price, for in an increase of cultivation, 
attention is mostly turned to the production of those crops which possess 
the highest value ; that is, the cultivation of barley increases more than 
that of oats, — the cultivation of rye more than that of barley, — and the 
cultivation of wheat more than that of rye. 

The density of the population in the several provinces exercises an 
undoubted influence on the average prices of corn ; but this alone does 
not determine them, for the different degrees of prosperity, and the 
proportion of the town population to the total number of inhabitants, 
influence them materially. The accounts of the density of the popula- 
tion at the beginning of the year 1816 are so little to be depended 
upon, by reason of the'imcertainty attending the population returns then 
made, that they do not afibrd grounds for any important deductions. 
In the year 1820, for the first time, the enumeration was more correct, 
and therefore the density of the population at the end of that year has 
been chosen to compare with the last census at present made public, 
which was taken at the end of the year 1834. According to these ac- 
counts, the number of inhabitants to a geographical square mile in the 
several provinces at the two periods, and the increase during the 15 
years, were as follows : — 
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No. to a Squate Mile. 
Provinces. 1820 1831 Increase. 

Prussia Proper .... 1,461 1,760 299 

Posen 1,705 2,089 384 

Brandenburg and Pomerania 1,626 1,997 371 

Silesia 2,940 3,435 495 

Saxony 2,767 3,236 469 

Westphalia 3,023 3,514 491 

Rhenish Provinces . . . 4,146 4,887 741 

According to the census at the end of the year 1834, the following 
number of persons, out of 100,000 of the total population, were living in 
cities, amongst which are included all places in the situation of cities, 
represented as such : — 

Inhabitants. 
In Prussia Proper .... 21,881 

Posen 27,079 

Brandenburg and Pomerania 37 ,727 

Silesia 20,002 

Saxony 35,428 

Westphalia 21,436 

Rhenish Provinces . . . 26,820 

The density, therefore, of the population, was nearly three times as 
great in the Rhenish provinces in 1 820 as it was in Prussia Proper : 
nevertheless, in the 15 years to 1834 it has increased on an average 
741 inhabitants to each square mile, whilst the increase in Prussia 
Proper during the same period has only been 299, which is at the rate 
of about two-fifths of the former province. 

The density of population, instead of lessening the share of each in- 
dividual in the produce of the soil, has even increased it here to such 
an extent, that an influx of new inhabitants could be more easily borne 
in this province than in the district so much more thinly populated. 
A greater importance attaches to this fact, because the inhabitants of 
towns in the Rhenish provinces amount to about one-fourth, and in 
Prussia Proper to about one -fifth, of the total population ; whilst a much 
larger proportion of the rural population of the Rhenish provinces live 
in the prosecution of employments, and in the possession of enjoyments, 
much more resembling those of residents in a town than many inhabit- 
ants of the smaller cities in Prussia Proper. The villages of the 
Rhenish provinces are full of inhabitants who receive the returns for 
their labour, not in natural produce, but in gold coin j and that part of 
the population which does not itself raise and prepare a supply for 
their own wants, but have recourse to the markets for it, is much larger 
here than in Prussia Proper. In consequence, therefore, of all these 
circumstances, the general average prices of all kinds of grain during the 
22 years under review are much higher in the Rhenish provinces than 
in Prussia Proper, as will be seen in the following table : — 

Rheniaii Provinces. Prussia Proper. 

Per bushel. Per bushel. 

sil. gr. pf. sil. gr. pf. 
Wheat. ... 62 49 3 

Rye .... 46 6 30 2 

Barley. ... 35 5 21 10 

Oats .... 23 3 16 3 
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Hence, in Prussia Proper, the average price of rye, which is the food 
most commonly used, was not quite two- thirds of what it was in the 
Rhenish provinces. A still greater diflference existed in the relative 
prices of barley, which were in the proportion of five to three. The 
price of oats in Prussia Proper was only about two-thirds of the average 
in the Rhenish provinces. Of wheat alone has the price in the former 
province risen to about four-fifths of the average price in the Rhenish 
provinces ; but this was the consequence, at least in some years, of a 
foreign demand. Generally, however, the average prices of all the four 
kinds of grain are lower in Prussia Proper than in any other province 
of the State ; in the Rhenish provinces, on the contrary, the prices of 
wheat, rye, and barley, are the highest ; with respect to oats alone, the 
average price is about half a silver groschen higher in "Westphaha than 
in the Rhenish provinces, which arises from the latter district containing 
on an average only two-thirds of the number of horses in a square mile 
which are to be found in Westphalia. 

Among the provinces of the vast eastern portion of the Prussian 
states, Silesia is the most thickly-peopled: still even here the popu- 
lation has increased during the 15 years from 1820 to 1834, on an 
average, about 495 inhabitants to the square mile. The more thinly- 
peopled provinces of Prussia Proper, Posen, Brandenburg, and Pome- 
rania, liave fallen far short of this increase, and even the manufacturing 
and prosperous province of Saxony has not quite equalled it. But the 
average prices of corn in Silesia, during the whole period, were not in 
proportion higher than might have been expected from these circum- 
stances. They amounted, as has been before shewn, to the following 
sums in each province : — 

Brandenburg and 
Saxony. Silesia. Pomeraoiu. 





»il. gr. pf. 


sil. gr. pf. 


sil. gr. pf. 


Wlieat . 


. . 50 7 


52 7 


53 6 


Bye . . 


. . 38 3 


38 


36 2 


Barley . 


. . 28 11 


29 2 


26 10 


Oats . . 


. . 21 7 


21 7 


21 3 



The greatest differences between these prices are so small that they 
can only be considered accidental ; there must therefore be circum- 
stances which counteract the influence of the denser population of Sile- 
sia, and partly also of Saxony. These may most probably be found in 
the very different proportion which the town population bears to the 
total number of inhabitants. According to the foregoing calculation, 
the number of the town population, out of 100,000 inhabitants, was in 
the several provinces as follows: Saxony, 35,428; Silesia, 20,002; 
Brandenburg and Pomerania, 37,727. In Silesia, therefore, only a 
fifth, while in Saxony considerably above a third, of the total population 
dwell in towns. It is true, that the province of Saxony contains no city 
of the size of Breslau, but, on the other hand, it contains, besides Mag- 
deburg (which, in respect of population, even without taking its suburbs 
into account, contains more than the half of Breslau), Erfurt, and Halle, 
the population of which exceeds double that of any other city in Silesia, 
and it has besides many more considerable towns of a middling size than 
Silesia. In the small towns the condition of the two provinces is not 
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so different. This preponderance of the middling towns undoubtedly 
counteracts the influence of the denser population in Silesia. 

In the provinces of Brandenburg and Pomerania, above three-eighths 
of the total population dwell in towns. The cities of Stettin, Frankfurt, 
and Potsdam, together contain about as many inhabitants as Breslau, 
and on account of their manufacturing and commercial relations may 
together consume about the same proportion of food. On the other 
hand, Berlin alone contains nearly three times as many inhabitants as 
Breslau, and probably the consumption is also in the same proportion. 
The middling towns of both provinces may be tolerably alike, both in 
population and consumption. Stralsund and Brandenburg perhaps 
exceed Gorlitz and Glogau ; but, on the other hand, Stargard in Pome- 
rania, Landsberg on the Weser, and Guben, scarcely balance Brieg, Lieg- 
nitz, and Gruneberg. In general, however, it can only be the great 
preponderance of Berlin that can explain how the prices of corn in such 
thinly-peopled districts as the provinces of Brandenburg and Pome- 
rania, including even their large cities, can very nearly equal the prices 
in Silesia and Saxony. The influence of great capitals, and particularly 
of Berlin, upon industry and prosperity, not only in the immediate 
neighbourhood, but even in districts at a considerable distance, is indeed 
fully acknowledged by agriculturists and manufacturers, and perhaps 
even, notwithstanding its great extent, it is over-estimated; but it is still 
very requisite that, for the administration of the State, and for general 
knowledge, it should be stated as clearly and distinctly as the wants of 
both require. An attempt, however, to solve this question, would carry 
this essay beyond its proper limits.* R. 

* The following information will be useful to those who wish to compare the prices in the above 
article with those in this country. A Prussian bushel ^schrff'el) = l'!i04, or just 1^, of an Imperial 
bushel, and therefore SJ Prussian bushels = 1 Imperial quarter. The average rate of exchange at 
Dantzic upon London from 1816 to 1837 was sgr. 203^ per pouud sterling. Upon these data, wheat 
at 50. sgr. per Prussian bushel =H. 6s. 3^d. per Imperial quarter, every additional 5 sgr. per 
Prussian bushel^=2s. "Jid. per Imperial quarter, and each additional sgr.=6id.; so that the 
.average of wheat. during the whole period, as shewn in the first table at p. 499, will equal 
1(. Bs. 3id. per Imperial quarter. For tlie use of tliose who desire to be more exact in the com- 
parison of the several years, the average annual rates of excliange are added. Tliose from 1816 to 
1825 are calculated from returns made by His Majesty's Consul at Dantzic, and the latter have 
been obtained through tlie kindness of the Prussian Consul General in London. 



fears. 


f. 


gr. sgr. 


1816 


19 


21 = 197 


1817 


18 


29 = 189§ 


1818 


18 


13 = 184| 


1819 


19 


14=194| 


1820 


20 


20 = 2068 


1821 


21 


9=213 


1822 


21 


= 210 


1823 


21 


8 = 212i 


1824 


20 


15 = 203 


1825 


20 


2 = 200l 



Average , , 20I5 



Years. 


sgr. 


1826 


207| 


1827 


205^ 


1828 


202§ 


1829 


203| 


1830 


203- 


1831 


202 


1832 


208? 


1833 


2o;| 


1834 


205? 


1833 


2061 


1836 


203i 


18,'!7 


203 


1838 


203; 



Average . . 204-^ 



A Statement of the Monthly Rates of Exchange, from May 1826 to December 1838, will be fur- 
nished in a future Number. 



